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Les « Nouveaux 

plastiques »02
Biosourcé
Produit entièrement ou partiellement issu de biomasse. Cette propriété est mesurée par des 
tests standards et normalisés (ASTM D6866 ou ISO 16620) par mesure du taux de carbone 
renouvelable C12 présent dans la matière.
Il n’y a pas de taux minium pour être biosourcé. → Etre bien informé, toujours associer un %

Biodégradable
Un matériau est dit biodégradable s’il peut être décomposé sous l’action de micro-
organismes (bactéries, champignons, algues, etc.). Le résultat est la formation d’eau, 
de CO2 et/ou de méthane et éventuellement de sous-produits (résidus, nouvelle 
biomasse) non toxiques pour l’environnement 



Les « Nouveaux 

plastiques »02
Biodégradable  



Les « Nouveaux 

plastiques »02
Compostable = Biodégradable + Conditions  



Les « Nouveaux 

plastiques »02
ATTENTION : Plastiques OXO dégradable = uniquement fragmentable = Microplastiques 

ADDITIFS permettant la fragmentation 
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Commerce/distributeur Industrie : chimie Industrie : alimentaire Industrie : Objets & emballages

Appui transversal :
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Background and Statistics

✓Around 75,000 tonnes of plastic wastes generated 
annually representing 14 % of total municipal solid 
wastes 

✓predominantly composed of packaging (plastic bottles 
and plastic food packaging)

✓Only 2000 to 3000 tonnes of plastic wastes generated 
are recycled yearly, either locally or through export

✓Around 130 million beverage PET bottles generated 
annually

✓Post-consumer beverage PET recycled around 35 - 
40%



Impact of plastic pollution

➢In addition to an eyesore, block drains, aggravate flooding incidence 

➢Accumulate in the food chain (micro/nano plastics)

➢Proliferation of mosquitoes, leading to diseases such as Chikungunya 
and Dengue

➢impact negatively on our marine and terrestrial fauna / flora



Actions against plastic pollution

❑An urgent global imperative, demanding concerted efforts 
from individuals, communities and governments worldwide.  

❑One of the priorities of Government is to make Mauritius a 
plastic free Island at the earliest possible

❑Already imposed a ban on several categories of single use 
plastic products and plastic carry bags through the 
promulgation of:

 (i) the Environment Protection (Control of Single Use Plastic  
Products) Regulations 2020; and 

 (ii) the Environment Protection (Banning of Plastic Bags) 
Regulations 2020 



Actions against plastic pollution
➢The Environment Protection (Control of Single Use Plastic  Products) 

Regulations 2020 :

i. Promulgated in July 2020 and came into operation since 15 January 
2021 - the manufacture, sale, supply and importation of 10 non-
biodegradable single use plastic products has been banned

ii. Single Use Plastic:  cutlery , plate, cup, bowl, tray, straw, beverage 
stirrer, hinged container, lid for single use plastic products, and 
Receptacles of any shape used to contain food and intended for 
immediate consumption supplied by a food service business

iii. An estimated 200 million SUPP avoided with these regulations



Actions against plastic pollution
➢The Environment Protection (Banning of Plastic Bags) Regulations 2020 :

i. Promulgated in August 2020 and came into operation since 01 March 2021 
- the manufacture, sale, supply and importation of plastic bags has been 
banned, except, for exempted plastic bags and biodegradable or 
compostable plastic bags.

ii. Exempt plastic bags are those designed to be used: (i) for the disposal of 
waste, (ii) for the purpose of agriculture, (iii) for medical purposes, (iv) for 
sampling or analysis, (v) packaging in which goods, materials or products 
are sealed prior to sale on the local and (vi) Transparent re-sealable 
security bags An estimated 200 million SUPP avoided with these 
regulations

iii. An estimated 400 million plastic bags avoided with these regulations



Actions against plastic pollution
➢Environment Protection (Polyethylene Terephthalate (PET) bottle Permit) 

Regulations 2001 

i. Promulgated in 2001. However, this regulatory framework coupled with a 
Financial Incentive Scheme (to the tune of :  Rs 15 per Kg of PET exported for 
recycling and Rs 30 per kg of PET recycled locally) has resulted in a recycling rate 
of only 35 to 40% of the estimated 130 million PET bottles generated annually in 
Mauritius. 

ii. In order to achieve a collection & recycling rate of at least 80% in the short term, 
the Ministry is currently working with the Attorney General’s Office on a new 
Regulation for the establishment a centralised system operator for the 
management of post-consumer beverage bottles/ containers.



Actions against plastic pollution
➢Environment Protection (Polyethylene Terephthalate (PET) bottle Permit) 

Regulations 2001 

i. This new regulation is being proposed following several working sessions/ 
consultations with concerned stakeholders 

ii. Will be promulgated under the Waste Management and Resource Recovery Act 
2023 and will also provide for a Deposit Refund Mechanism (DRM) to involve 
public participation which as at now has been very low. 



Actions against plastic pollution

➢Research and Development

i. Local research on plastic alternatives as well as on the level of micro-plastics in our natural 
environment including water bodies and lagoons is essential to allow for the formulation of 
future evidence-based policy and action plans

ii. 4 Research Projects with the University of Mauritius on:

 1) Biodegradability testing of biodegradable/compostable plastic materials; 

 2) Assessment of biodegradability and compostability of PLA bottles and cups; 

 3) Use of local biomass and agro-wastes (such as banana fibres, pineapple leaves, 
coconut midrib) as alternative materials for the replacement of petroleum-based 
plastics; and 

 4) Monitoring and identifying of microplastics along selected beaches (Trou D’Eau 
Douce and La Cambuse).



Actions against plastic pollution

➢Roadmap for a Plastic Free Mauritius

i. Government is tackling this complex issue of plastic mismanagement and pollution 
through the development of a “Roadmap” to put Mauritius onto a plastic waste and 
pollution free pathway by 2030

ii. The objective of making Mauritius a plastic-free country will be achieved only 
through collaborative action, not only within Government, but also from the private 
sector and all actors of society.

iii. Assistance of the UNEP to enlist the services of a consultancy firm for development 
of the Roadmap 



International Cooperation

oMauritius participated in the United Nations Environment Assembly 
(UNEA) on 2 March 2022 and co-sponsor the UNEA Resolution 5/14 
towards an international legally binding instrument to end plastic 
pollution 

oMauritius is actively participating in the Intergovernmental Negotiating 
Committee (INC) to develop an International Legally Binding Instrument 
on plastic pollution. 

oMoreover, Mauritius has joined: The High Ambition Coalition (HAC); The 
Alliance of Small Island State (AOSIS); and The Africa Group Negotiators 
(AGN) for collective negotiations of an ambitious treaty (including 
capacity building, technology transfer, financing mechanism) to end 
plastic pollution including in the marine environment.



Actions against plastic pollution

➢ Enforcement at Port and on Land

➢ Regular awareness and sensitization campaigns 

➢ Talks/ Exhibitions/debates competition/Workshops

➢Clean-up campaigns
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Extraction de Fibres de banane

Bananier 

Les gaines foliaires de banane

Fibre de banane

Décortiqueur 

mécanique



Des produits écologiques à base de fibres 
de banane.



Des produits écologiques à base de fibres.

Gobelet jetable en fibres

naturelles et pelure

d’ananas/orange.

Sacs fabriqués à partir de fibres

de bambou mélangées à du vieux

papier, avec poignée fabriquée à

partir de fibres de banane.

Enveloppes en fibre de

bambou mélangées à du

vieux papier.

Sources:

Buxoo, S. and Jeetah, P., 2020. Feasibility of producing biodegradable disposable paper cup from pineapple peels, orange peels and Mauritian hemp leaves with beeswax 

coating. SN Applied Sciences, 2, pp.1-15.

Purrahoo, A, and Jeetah P, 2022. Production of Packaging and Value Added Material from Bamboo Biomass. Journal of Packaging Technology and Research, pp.1-15



Ministère de l’Environnement
De la Gestion des Déchets
et du Changement Climatique

de la République de Maurice
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